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Vice presidential candidates agree on US
military escalation in Syria

Patrick Martin
5 October 2016

Tuesday night’s debate between the vice presidential
candidates of the Democratic and Republican parties
was a display of mudslinging, lies, canned rhetoric and
phony promises on a par with the first debate between
the presidential candidates the previous week, with one
telling exception.

Virginia Senator Tim Kaine, the Democrat, and
Indiana Governor Mike Pence, the Republican,
interrupted and contradicted each other incessantly,
aternating insults directed against the other ticket with
denunciations of their opponents for running “insult-
driven” campaigns.

But when it came to the question of the intensifying
military confrontation in Syria between US-backed
Islamic rebels on the one side and the Russian-backed
government of President Bashar al-Assad on the other,
there was bipartisan agreement, with the two
supposedly bitter antagonists seeming to finish each
other’s sentences.

The debate moderator, Elaine Quijano of CBS News,
allowed the two candidates to maul each other and
insult the intelligence of thelr viewing audience for
more than an hour, making little attempt to steer the
direction of the discussion. On Syria, however, she
loaded the question in favor of US military
intervention, isolating the conditions in Aleppo,
currently the focus of US war propaganda, from the
five years of bloody civil war instigated by
Washington.

According to the debate transcript, Quijano said:
“Two hundred fifty thousand people, 100,000 of them
children, are under siege in Aleppo, Syria. Bunker
buster bombs, cluster munitions, and incendiary
weapons are being dropped on them by the Russian and
Syrian militaries. Does the US have a responsibility to
protect civilians and prevent mass casualties on this

scale?’

Each candidate responded with aritualistic bashing of
the presidential candidate of the opposite party—Pence
denouncing the “feckless’ policy of the Obama-Clinton
administration, Kaine vilifying Donald Trump for his
admiration of Russian President Vladimir Putin. But
after Quijano pressed them to be specific, they gave
identical answers about what to do in Syria.

Pence declared: “The United States of America needs
to begin to exercise strong leadership to protect the
vulnerable citizens and over 100,000 children in
Aleppo... | truly do believe that what America ought to
do right now is immediately establish safe zones, so
that families and vulnerable families with children can
move out of those areas. Work with our Arab partners,
real time, right now, to make that happen.”

Kaine said: “Hillary and | also agree that the
establishment of humanitarian zones in northern Syria
with the provison of international human aid,
consistent with the UN Security Council resolution that
was passed in February 2014, would be a very, very
good idea... And | said about Aleppo, we do agree the
notion is we have to create a humanitarian zone in
northern Syria. It’s very important.”

Quijano pressed for an explanation of precisely where
the safe zones would be established and how they
would be kept “safe,” to the point that Pence fended off
further questioning by declaring that Kaine had already
given the correct answer.

None of the three made reference to the comments
last week of General Joseph Dunford, chairman of the
Joint Chiefs of Staff, who told a congressiona hearing
that establishing such safe zones, also called “no-fly”
zones, would mean a US war with both Syria and
Russia

Kaine and Pence were both deliberately concealing
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from the American people the full consequences of the
actionsthey were both advocating—thefact that stepped-
up US military intervention in Syria immediately risks
a military confrontation between the world’'s two main
nuclear powers, Russia and the United States.

The moderator’s questioning was equally specific
and persistent on the question of North Korea. How
should the US government respond if it learned that
North Korea had loaded a nuclear warhead onto a
ballistic missile capable of reaching the United States,
she demanded to know.

Again, both candidates accepted the premise of the
guestion and agreed that a military response might be
required, athough each suggested that the US
government should first put pressure on China to
intervene before authorizing a preemptive military
strike on Pyongyang.

Pence served on the House Armed Services
Committee during his congressional career, before he
returned to Indiana and ran for governor in 2012. Kaine
sits on both the Senate Armed Services Committee and
the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, one of a
handful of senators entrusted with both roles.

Both candidates are tried and tested defenders of
American imperialism, each regarded as a safe pair of
hands by the US military-intelligence apparatus, like
Hillary Clinton, but in contrast to Trump, who is
viewed as unreliable on the central strategic question of
Washington's developing confrontation with Russia
and China.
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